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Session 1: Heaven sent revival 	 MAY	1	–	MAY	6 Session 2: Enthusiastic for Revival 	 MAY	7	–	MAY	15

ICEBREAKERS

We recommend you purchase the 

Understanding and Praying for Revival DVD 

Resource Pack from CWR or at least watch a 

short excerpt on the website.

How did you spend the May Bank holiday?

KEY	THOUGHT

Revival is a special outpouring of God’s power 

and presence. It always begins not with the 

conversion of sinners, but with the reanimation 

of the people of God.

KEY	VERSE

‘I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord. Renew 

them in our day’ Habakkuk 3:2

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1.  What does the word ‘revival’ mean to you?

2.  Which is your favourite definition of revival?

3.  Discuss the quote of Campbell Morgan.

4.  Why might the desire to do things our way 

inhibit revival?

5.  What is our current swing of history of faith?

6.  Is repentance as important as belief?  

(See James 2:19.)

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘I have come that they may have life,  

and have it to the full.’ John 10:10

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray that God would pour out a new revival. 

• Pray for wisdom, understanding and 

inspiration as we begin our studies on revival.

ICEBREAKER

Watch a YouTube clip of the Azuza Street Revival.

KEY	THOUGHT

We should be spiritually enthusiastic for God’s 

kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven.

KEY	VERSE

‘Do not put out the Spirit’s fire’ 

1 Thessalonians 5:19

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. What role does the Holy Spirit have in  

your church?

2. Do you tend to cramp or release the Holy Spirit?

3. Why might the Holy Spirit be more involved 

outside a church building than in it?

4. What role should emotions play in our 

spiritual lives?

5. What are the similarities and differences 

between a football crowd and a  

celebrating church?

6. How does Christian enthusiasm and 

excitement ‘go somewhere’?

7. How can we maintain a balanced view of 

prayer, action and revival?

8. What is God’s obsession?  (See 2 Pet. 3:9.)

9. Discuss Selwyn’s motto.

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up 

out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and lighting on him.’ Matt. 3:16

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Ask God to give you the correct spiritual 

balance of prayer, action and excitement.

• Pray that God would pour out His Spirit on 

your church leaders.
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Session 3: The fruits of revival 	 MAY	16	–	MAY	23 Session 4: Real enthusiastic prayer 	 MAY	24	–	MAY	29

ICEBREAKER

Watch a YouTube clip on the Hebrides revival.

Pray for the forthcoming Scottish referendum.

KEY	THOUGHT

Although revival fervour itself tends not to last, 

the fruits of revival themselves often extend for 

many generations.

KEY	VERSE

‘The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for 

nothing.’ John 6:63

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. How can we effectively pass on our faith to 

the next generation?

2. How could your church be more child and 

youth friendly?

3. In what ways is our legal system based on 

the Bible?

4. What does revival not accomplish?

5. How can we be both joyful and sober?

6. Why does the church so easily lose the life of 

the Spirit?

7. What are you doing to prepare for revival?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for 

nothing. The words I have spoken to you are 

spirit and they are life.’ John 6:63

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray for the younger generation to 

experience revival.

• Pray for you and your church to be prepared 

for a new revival.

ICEBREAKER

Watch a YouTube clip called ‘Who is Jeremiah 

Lanphier?’

What are you zealous about – football, food, 

fishing, fashion?

KEY	THOUGHT

The key elements of revival praying are 

zealousness, tenacity, and boldness.

KEY	VERSE

‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’ 

Genesis 32:26

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. How much of prayer is duty and how  

much delight?

2. What would be the characteristics of 

zealous prayer?

3. Why might God withhold his blessing?

4. What is the difference between tenacity  

and ‘vain repetition’?

5. How may holy desperation affect our prayers?

6. Discuss the prayer of Christmas Evans.

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Zeal for your house will consume me’ John 2:17

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray that your prayers will be less formal 

and more feeling – the real you!

• Pray that the Lord will fill you with zeal for 

His house.
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Session 5: Seeking God with our whole heart 	 MAY	30	–	JUNE	7 Session 6: Filled with the Spirit of joy 	 JUNE	8	–	JUNE	15

ICEBREAKER

Watch a YouTube clip called ‘Stories of  

revival praying’.

Who are your favourites to win the FIFA World Cup?

KEY	THOUGHT

Revival praying includes the characteristics of 

persuasiveness, contrition, desperation and 

faithfulness.

KEY	VERSE

‘preserve my life according to your word.’ 

Psalm 119:25

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Consider Spurgeon’s teaching on prayer.

2. Which promises can form the basis of our 

prayers?

3. Why might Christians need to repent?

4. Should we confess the sins of our nation?

5. Should we fast as well as pray?

6. What are the characteristics of spiritual 

desperation?

7. What is your level of availability to God?

8. What are the costs and benefits of ‘revival 

praying’?

9. To what extent are your prayer times based 

on feelings or faithfulness?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Very early in the morning, while it was still 

dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off 

to a solitary place, where he prayed.’ Mark 1:35

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray that God will increase your spiritual 

desire to experience genuine revival.

• Confess not just personal sin, but the sins of 

the church and the nation.

ICEBREAKER

Watch a YouTube clip of Evan Roberts and the 

Welsh Revival.

KEY	THOUGHT

The Day of Pentecost is a pattern for revival 

with such an outpouring of God’s Spirit that 

disciples are re-energised and thousands 

converted.

KEY	VERSE

‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my 

Spirit on all people.’ Acts 2:17

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Identify features of the Day of Pentecost and 

its results.

2. Contrast the role of the Holy Spirit in the Old 

and New Testaments.

3. Why should we not fear the touch of the 

Holy Spirit?

4. How can we live a balanced yet 

supernatural life?

5. Why was Pentecost both unique and a 

template for the future?

6. What extraordinary results may occur when 

the Holy Spirit comes?

7. How may the Holy Spirit stimulate our 

spiritual appetites and lifestyle?

8. What are you excited about?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy 

Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth”’ Luke 10:21

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to stimulate our 

spiritual appetites.

• Pray for churches throughout the nation to 

have a new experience of the Holy Spirit.
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Session 7: Divine sovereignty 	 JUNE	16	–	JUNE	22
and human co-operation

Session 8: Depending on God 	 JUNE	23	–	JUNE	30
for signs of revival

ICEBREAKER

Watch a YouTube clip called ‘John Wesley –  

the Evangelical Revival’.

How has God worked in and through you to 

bless others?

KEY	THOUGHT

God does nothing redemptively in the world 

– except through prayer – because before 

someone can experience a blessing, someone 

has to bear a burden.

KEY	VERSE

‘if my people … will … pray … then will I hear 

from heaven’ 2 Chronicles 7:14

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. What has most impacted you in our studies 

on revival?

2. Discuss the view of Charles Finney.

3. Discuss the concept of two rails – one of clay 

and one of treasure (2 Cor. 4:7).

4. Consider Wesley’s great statement.

5. Discuss Matthew Henry’s comment.

6. Has God given you a burden?

7. How does God work through the authority of 

the church?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘a body you prepared for me … I have come to 

do your will, O God’ Hebrews 10:5,7 

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Offer yourself to God as a bridge over which 

His revival power may come.

• Pray that the church will truly be a channel 

of God’s blessing to the world.

ICEBREAKER

Will Andy Murray win Wimbledon again?

Watch a YouTube clip of Martin Luther’s 95 

theses and discover his role in a revival that 

sparked the Reformation.

KEY	THOUGHT

We need a new revival of God’s power and 

presence to sweep our churches, nation and world.

KEY	VERSE

‘Your troops will be willing on your day of 

battle.’ Psalm 110:3

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Discuss Selwyn’s comment, ‘that the need 

for revival is not only great but urgent and 

desperate’.

2. Should prayer be a greater priority in your 

own church?

3. How do we move from God dependency to 

self dependency? 

4. Has the battle for the authority of Scripture 

already been lost?

5. Does God’s role change in revival?

6. What signs do you see of revival?

7. What could be your personal role in 

preparing for revival?

8. What has most impacted you in this issue and 

how will your spiritual life change as a result?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and 

spent the night praying to God.’ Luke 6:12

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Ask God to rise up leaders of a new revival 

and fill them with His Spirit.

• Pray that you will be a channel of God’s Spirit 

bringing His reviving life to those around you.


