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Session 2: Homesick for heaven 8—16 May

IcebreakerS

Describe a time when you have felt homesick.

Discuss the quote of St Augustine, ‘You have 

made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are 

restless until they rest in you’.

key thOught

We were made for relationship with God, and 

without that relationship we will never feel 

truly ‘at home’ because there will always be 

something missing from our lives.

key verSe

‘… he was looking forward to the city with 

foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God.’ Hebrews 11:10

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  How do we see God’s cosmic purpose 

revealed in the Bible?

2.  How does the Old Testament point to the 

future of the kingdom of heaven?

3.  What do you belong to that gives you a 

feeling of being ‘at home’ — eg golf club, 

exercise class etc?

4.  Why may people feel a sense of 

homesickness and how do they try to 

alleviate it?

5.  Discuss the inscription in the seminary.

6.  Why do we need to repent rather than 

evolve?

7.  Share your own testimony of conversion.

8.  Why is God’s kingdom received and not 

imposed?

9.  How could you more effectively light the 

way to the cross?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘He is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together.’ Colossians 1:17

prayer pOInterS

• Pray for opportunities to share the message 

of the gospel.

• Pray that you might experience the inner 

dynamic and empowering of the Holy Spirit.

Icebreaker

See who can build the highest ‘house of cards’ 

before it collapses.

key thOught

All kingdoms and institutions of this world are 

shakeable and will eventually disappear, but 

God’s kingdom is unshakeable and will last  

forever.

key verSe

‘... we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken ...’ Hebrews 12:28

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  What ‘kingdoms’ and institutions have been 

shaken in your lifetime?

2.  Discuss the quote of Henry Drummond.

3.  Compare and contrast the messages of 

John and Jesus.

4.  Discuss the concept of freedom related to 

God’s power and control.

5.  Discuss the experience of the Christian 

woman who lost her husband.

6.  Discuss the quote of the American 

commentator.

7.  What drives people to revolt and establish 

‘kingdoms’?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world ... 

my kingdom is from another place.”’ John 18:36

prayer pOInterS

• Pray for those who are experiencing the 

shaking of unemployment, ill health and 

relationship breakdown.

• Pray that people will find and enter God’s 

kingdom.

Session 1: The unshakeable eternal kingdom 1—7 May
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Icebreaker

Have a cup of tea and perhaps make several 

blends for people to try — eg Earl Grey, 

Darjeeling, Oolong, Jasmine, Green and 

Redbush. Which are people’s favourites? (See  

23 May.)

key thOughtS

When we sin we harm ourselves. Humility 

involves putting God before ourselves. Our 

troubles can strengthen our faith and be the 

basis of helping others in their own difficulties.

key verSe

‘... the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 

our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 

any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 

received from God.’ 2 Corinthians 1:3—4

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  Discuss the quote of Tertullian.

2.  How may sin disrupt us and destroy our 

potential?

3.  Give examples of modern-day idols.

4.  What are the differences between regret, 

remorse and repentance?

5.  How could Moses be so humble yet lead a 

nation and order executions? (See  

Num. 12:3.)

6.  How could you use your painful experiences 

to help others?

7.  Are you a dry tea bag?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘For we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who has been tempted in every way, 

just as we are — yet was without sin.’  

Hebrews 4:15

prayer pOInterS

• Confess any self-centredness.

• Ask God to help you use your painful 

experiences to strengthen your faith and to 

comfort others.

Session 3: Humble to comfort others   17—23 May Session 4: Meekness and hunger 24—29 May

Icebreaker

What are people’s favourite foods and drink?

key thOught

Those who hunger and thirst for God’s kingdom 

will be fully satisfied.

key verSe

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.’ 

Matthew 5:6

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  In what sense is meekness a form of  

self-surrender?

2.  What may cause you to become impatient?

3.  How may anger affect our bodies and 

relationships?

4.  Discuss the benefits and practicalities of a 

daily Quiet Time.

5.  Why does a disciple of Christ require 

discipline?

6.  How has thinking of God and His Word 

changed your feelings?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘... not my will, but yours be done.’ Luke 22:42

prayer pOInterS

• Pray a prayer of self-surrender to God.

• Pray that God will increase your spiritual 

hunger and open your eyes that you may see 

wonderful things in His Word.
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IcebreakerS

Discuss the story of Gordon Wilson, who forgave 

those who murdered his daughter. 

(Try searching the internet.)

Make up about six glasses water with 

decreasing amounts of sugar or salt and one  

of pure water. Ask the group to identify the  

pure water.

key thOughtS

We are called to forgive others as Christ forgave 

us and to keep ourselves pure.

key verSe

‘... let us purify ourselves from everything 

that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting 

holiness out of reverence for God.’  

2 Corinthians 7:1

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  Have you ever found forgiveness difficult?

2.  Do you tend to be oversensitive, and how 

can forgiveness become habitual?

3.  Why is it possible to forgive others?

4.  How should we combat impure thoughts?

5.  In what sense is the emotion of guilt a  

godly signal?

6.  How might modern culture and the media 

impact our quest for purity?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘Jesus said, “Father, forgive them ...”’ Luke 23:34

‘He committed no sin ...’ 1 Peter 2:22

prayer pOInterS

• Confess any resentments to God and forgive 

those who have hurt you.

• Surrender your desires to God and ask for His 

help in maintaining purity.

Session 6: Criticism and persecution 5—10 June

Icebreaker

Review the work of an organisation, such as 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, which supports 

persecuted Christians, and perhaps take a 

collection for their ministry.

key thOughtS

We should avoid criticism and expect 

persecution.

key verSeS

‘Do not judge, or you too will be judged.’ 

Matthew 7:1

‘In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will be persecuted ...’  

2 Timothy 3:12

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  Why should we bury our criticisms?

2.  Discuss Selwyn’s experience and the advice 

of his friend.

3.  How do you feel about Christians from other 

denominations?

4.  Do you fear rejection or persecution and are 

therefore an ineffective witness?

5.  Consider if using the response of the 

Christian leader could revolutionise your 

own witness.

6.  Discuss the quote about differing from 

society’s standards.

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘If they persecuted me, they will persecute you 

also.’ John 15:20

prayer pOInterS

• Confess any wrong criticism of other people 

and other denominations.

• Pray for boldness to be a faithful witness  

of Christ.

Session 5: Mercy and purity 30 May — 4 June
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Session 7: The power of the Holy Spirit 11—16 June

Icebreaker

How have you experienced the presence and 

power of the Holy Spirit?

key thOught

God demonstrated His love at the cross, proved 

His power by the resurrection and shared His 

glory by the coming of the Holy Spirit.

key verSe

‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit ...’ 

Acts 2:4

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  Would you whilst still alive donate a kidney 

to a family member?

2.  Why is love more powerful than force or 

argument?

3.  Why is the resurrection so important to  

our faith?

4.  How would you present the evidence for the 

resurrection to an unbeliever?

5.  How might you reduce the kingdom of God?

6.  How might we experience our own personal 

Pentecost?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay 

down his life for his friends.’ John 15:13

prayer pOInterS

• Pray for people you know by name to be 

drawn to faith by the magnetism of the cross.

• Pray for the Church to experience a new 

Pentecost and filling of the Holy Spirit.

Icebreaker

Ask people to give directions to local venues such 

as a cinema, station etc and give a prize chocolate 

bar to the best set of instructions of the way.

key thOught

The Church is a picture of the kingdom in 

miniature as its members follow Christ not  

only as the Way of salvation but also as the  

Way to live.

key verSe

‘Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No-one comes to the Father except 

through me.”’ John 14:6

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  How could your church more accurately 

reflect the kingdom in miniature?

2.  Does the Church keep the keys of the 

kingdom too much to itself?

3.  What is necessary to give a complete 

picture of God’s kingdom?

4.  Discuss the quote of G.E. Ladd.

5.  Why can a Christian have an inner core  

of calmness?

6.  Why can the kingship of Christ give us 

assurance in difficult days?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘And God placed all things under his feet and 

appointed him to be head over everything for 

the church, which is his body, the fulness of him 

who fills everything in every way.’  

Ephesians 1:22—23

prayer pOInterS

• Pray for the Church to fully represent Christ 

and His kingdom.

• Pray for an inner core of calmness and 

confidence in Christ’s kingship.

Session 8:  The kingdom in miniature 17—22 June
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Session 9: Christ reigns as King of kings 23—30 June

IcebreakerS

What has most impacted you in this issue?

Play Handel’s Messiah. (Try searching the 

internet for ‘Handel’s Messiah in shopping 

centre’ and ‘Handel’s Messiah by Silent Monks’.)

key thOught

We are enrolled in an apprenticeship as 

disciples of Jesus Christ that we might reign 

with Him for ever and ever.

key verSe

‘The kingdom of the world has become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 

will reign for ever and ever.’ Revelation 11:15

DIScuSSIOn StarterS

1.  Do you have a tendency to ‘take the easy 

way out’?

2.  How are power and love combined in the 

Person of Jesus?

3.  What is the role of the Church in God’s 

plans?

4.  What do you next need to learn in your 

apprenticeship to Jesus?

5.  Compare and contrast Andrew Melville, 

James VI and Queen Victoria.

6.  How may we deny with our lives that which 

we say with our lips?

7.  Do you agree with the quote of Hugh Price 

Hughes?

8.  How will your thinking and behaviour 

change as a result of studying God’s 

unshakeable kingdom?

the exaMple OF JeSuS

‘On his robe and on his thigh he has this name 

written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.’ 

Revelation 19:16

prayer pOInterS

• Pray for God’s kingdom to come.

• Pray that you and your church may be shining 

lights to draw others into God’s kingdom.


