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Session 1: Destination heaven	 MAY	1	–	MAY	6 Session 2: Homesick for heaven	 MAY	7	–	MAY	13

ICEBREAKER

Search for ‘Paul Simon and Willie Nelson – 

Homeward Bound’ on YouTube and watch the 

video. Discuss the sentiments of the lyrics from 

the perspective that Christians are bound for 

heaven.

KEY	THOUGHT

Heaven is our true home and final destination.  

A better understanding of heaven both fuels 

our faith and energises our lives here on earth.

KEY	VERSE

‘an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade—kept in heaven for you’ 1 Peter 1:4

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Why may it be considered ‘otherworldly’ to 

talk and think of heaven?

•   Discuss the phrase, ‘too heavenly-minded to 

be any earthly good’.

•  Discuss how, on May 3, Selwyn links the 

furniture in a hotel room to the things of 

this earth.

•  Why aren’t Christians fully satisfied with life 

on earth?

•  Discuss how Wordsworth’s poem, found on 

May 5, describes our yearning for heaven.

•  On May 6, Selwyn quotes Malcolm 

Muggeridge. How much do you agree with 

what Malcolm says? ‘The only ultimate 

disaster that can befall us ... is to feel 

ourselves to be at home here on earth. As 

long as we are aliens we cannot forget our 

true homeland.’

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary … 

he entered heaven itself’ Hebrews 9:24

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Pray for understanding and the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit as we study this topic together.

•  Thank God for the imperishable, unfading, 

beautiful inheritance that awaits us in heaven.

ICEBREAKER

Search and watch ‘Mercy Me – Homesick with 

lyrics’ on YouTube then discuss the tension that 

exists between this earth and the life we look 

forward to in heaven.

KEY	THOUGHT

God has put within us longings for Himself that 

no earthly relationship will ever fully satisfy, 

and therefore we experience an inconsolable 

homesickness for heaven.

KEY	QUOTE	

‘You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and 

our hearts are restless,until they rest in you.’ 

Augustine

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Have you ever felt homesick?  

What symptoms did you feel?

•  How do people deal with their ‘inconsolable 

longing’?

•  Discuss what the psychologists’ quotes on 

May 9 say about why people try to manage 

the mysteries of God.

•  How does C.S. Lewis’ Queen of the 

Underworld, who Selwyn refers to on May 10, 

represent modern thinking?

•  Is there anything wrong with the desire for  

a perfect society?

•  Refer to May 12 to discuss how sin 

desensitises the soul.

•  Our culture idolises self, and urges each of 

us to discover ourselves. What does Selwyn 

say on 13 May can happen when people 

discover who they truly are?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Father, I want those you have given me to 

be with me where I am, and to see my glory’ 

John 17:24

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Thank God that your inconsolable longings will 

one day be fully satisfied by Himself.

•   Pray that people will turn to Jesus to meet 

their longings rather than consumerism, 

hedonism or running after a career.
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Session 3: We have the word of Jesus	 MAY	14	–	MAY	21 Session 4: Living between two gardens	 MAY	22	–	MAY	31

ICEBREAKER

Rank in order of reliability and trustworthiness: 

doctors, salesmen, accountants, politicians, 

journalists, lawyers, newsreaders, teachers and 

vicars. Explain the reasoning behind that order 

to the rest of the group.

KEY	THOUGHT

Jesus is a faithful, true and utterly reliable 

witness. We have His word that one day we will 

be with Him and our Father in heaven. His word 

is His bond and His bond will never lose its value.

KEY	VERSE

‘No-one has ever gone into heaven except the 

one who came from heaven—the Son of Man’ 

John 3:13

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Discuss Selwyn’s phrase from 14 May: ‘our 

humanity is represented on the throne’.

•  How does the Bible help prevent self-

delusion?

•  What does Selwyn mean when he speaks of 

Jesus’ pre-existence on May 16?

•  Why can we be sure Jesus’ talk of heaven is 

not a false promise?

•  Consider Christ’s words to Peter and the 

Pharisees, found on May 18. Would you say 

Jesus was a nice person? Why do you think 

He said what He did?

•  How well do you follow Jesus’ example in 

being both kind and candid?

•  How does compassion lead to candour  

(see May 20)?

•  Discuss the way that Professor T.H. Huxley 

reversed his views prior to death (see 

May 21). What caused him to do that?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘I am going there to prepare a place for you. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to be with me that you 

also may be where I am.’ John 14:2–3

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Thank Jesus for the reliability of His word and 

the promise of a place in heaven.

•  Pray for boldness so that you will be as kind 

and candid as Jesus. 

ICEBREAKER

Show some images of plants and weeds and 

ask people to identify them, especially weeds 

that cause pain such as poison ivy and stinging 

nettles.

KEY	THOUGHT

We live in the wasteland of weeds and thorns 

between the beautiful gardens of Eden and the 

New Jerusalem. Looking to the paradise that is 

ahead gives us courage on our journey through 

a wonderful but marred world.

KEY	VERSES

‘we were harassed at every turn—conflicts on 

the outside, fears within.’ 2 Corinthians 7:5

‘So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen.’ 2 Corinthians 4:18

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Discuss the quote by Cardinal Newman found 

on May 22: ‘Only those who work with full 

effectiveness for the new Jerusalem below 

will see the New Jerusalem above. They 

make it after the pattern which has been 

shown to them on the mount.’

•  How can we reconcile a God of healing and 

miracles with our earthly experience of 

sickness?

•  How has the Holy Spirit influenced your life?

•  Discuss the quote of Oswald Chambers found 

on May 25: ‘Life is more tragic than orderly.’

•  Discuss Selwyn’s phrase from May 26: ‘The 

Church needs a theology of suffering to 

balance its theology of miracles.’

•  How is humankind similar to and yet different 

from the rest of creation?

•  Which world situations make you groan in the 

way described on May 28?

•  Should you groan more or rejoice more?  

Why do you think we are called to live with 

this tension?

•  Why does God answer some prayers but not 

others? Look at May 30 to see the approach 

Jesus took to prayer.

•  Discuss the preacher’s quote found on 

May 31 – do you agree? ‘Paul was eager to 

go but willing to stay. We are willing to go 

but eager to stay.’

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, 

he wept over it’ Luke 19:41

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Pray for greater sensitivity towards those who 

are experiencing difficulties.

•  Pray for God’s help in situations that cause a 

groan in your soul.
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Session 5: Death is the doorway to eternity	 JUNE	1	–	JUNE	7 Session 6: Hell – heaven’s antithesis	 JUNE	8	–	JUNE	14

ICEBREAKER

What songs would you choose for your funeral? 

Would you want people to mourn or rejoice?

KEY	THOUGHT

Death is not the end, only the end of our 

beginning. Death is the means of opening a 

new chapter in our eternal lives. Our departure 

from this world is a door to our arrival in the 

next, where we fully experience God’s presence 

face to face.

KEY	VERSES

‘I desire to depart and be with Christ’ 

Philippians 1:23

‘Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ’ (John 17:3)

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Discuss what you have previously thought 

about death in the past. Does this reflect 

the idea found on June 1 of our body simply 

being the ‘due’ to be given up at the toll-gate 

before we can enter heaven?

•  Discuss a phrase from Selwyn’s prayer from 

June 2: ‘Death now means no more than 

closing my eyes on earth and opening them 

in heaven’.

•  Contrast the death of a Christian and an 

agnostic (examples can be found on 3 June).

•  Contrast Christian hope with worldly 

hopefulness – what is fundamentally 

different?

•  What is the reliable basis of Christian hope?

•  Discuss the story of the three men found on 

June 6 – do you have experiences of truly 

knowing Jesus is alive that you can share?

•  Why can we view death with anticipation and 

not fear?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Because I live, you also will live.’ (John 14:19)

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Thank God for the eternal hope we have 

through Christ.

•  Pray for those who have a fear of death.

ICEBREAKERS

Look at the image in the following link: 

images.huffingtonpost.com/2013-10-23-

signheavenhell.jpg. What thoughts come to 

mind?

Have you ever ended up at the wrong place 

because you did not check or had bad directions?

KEY	THOUGHT

Jesus and the Bible as a whole are very clear. 

While there is a path to heaven, there is also 

one that leads to total separation from God: 

hell. After death we will go to one or the other 

depending on our choices in this life.

KEY	VERSE

‘He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to repentance.’ 

2 Peter 3:9

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Discuss the arguments of William Blake and 

C.S. Lewis found on June 8.

•  Why doesn’t being good guarantee a place in 

heaven?

•  What must go if we are to reach heaven  

(see June 10)?

•  Discuss the quote by C.S. Lewis found on 

June 11.

•  What does Selwyn mean by, ‘the giving of 

one’s life into the forgiving hands of Christ’ 

(June 12)?

•  Why is the concept of universal forgiveness 

flawed?

•  Why may people clench their fists at God  

(see June 14)?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘I am the gate; whoever enters through me will 

be saved.’ John 10:9

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Thank God for His rescue plan that assures 

you a place in heaven.

•  Pray that people will repent and redirect their 

path from hell to heaven.
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Session 7: Citizens of heaven	 JUNE	15	–	JUNE	21 Session 8: The glorious paradise of heaven	 	
	 JUNE	22	–	JUNE	30

ICEBREAKER

Show people your passport photo to prove your 

citizenship (or use another photo ID card to 

prove membership). Discuss how you can prove 

your heavenly citizenship to others. 

KEY	THOUGHT

To be a Christian is to transfer our citizenship of 

the world to become a citizen of heaven. This is 

not accomplished by exam, payment, parentage 

or philanthropy but only through faith in Christ.

KEY	VERSE

‘But our citizenship is in heaven.’ 

Philippians 3:20

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  How does Selwyn describe this ‘alien’ world’s 

influence on us on June 15?

•  How do you try to regularly breathe heaven’s 

true atmosphere?

•  Discuss the wise man’s secrets of success in 

the Christian life, found on June 17.

•  Compare and contrast the way that Roman 

citizenship could be obtained and the way 

that we obtain heavenly citizenship (see 

June 18). 

•  Why can you not ‘work your passage to 

heaven’?

•  What illusions do people have about entering 

heaven (see June 20)?

•  Discuss the symbolism of the gates of pearl 

found on June 21. Has this made you think 

about Jesus’ sacrifice in a fresh way?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘For Christ died for sins once and for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous’ 1 Peter 3:18

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Thank God that we do not have to earn our 

way to heaven but it is His gift through Jesus.

•  Pray that we will be effective ambassadors 

representing the glories of heaven here on 

earth.

ICEBREAKER

Try to recall an experience beyond words, such 

as falling in love, the birth of a child, an amazing 

gift, etc. Reflect on how difficult it was to 

describe that experience.

KEY	THOUGHT

Heaven is beyond our wildest imaginations and 

grandest eloquence. However, we do know that 

it is a paradise of praise, joy, beauty, fulfilment 

and perfection, in the immediate presence of a 

God who is pure love.

KEY	VERSE

‘He will wipe every tear away from their eyes. 

There will be no more death or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away.’ Revelation 21:4

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

•  Describe your deepest experience of praise 

and worship.

•  Which is your favourite hymn or worship 

song about Jesus?

•  On June 24, Selwyn refers to the fact that we 

will still be in active service in heaven. Is this 

a concept of heaven you already had, or is it 

a new idea for you?

•  How would you respond to the argument that 

heaven sounds boring?

•  Define the phrase, ‘Joy of the Lord’. How does 

C.S. Lewis’ definition – ‘Joy is the serious 

business of heaven’ – build on your own?

•  How could the earthly church better reflect 

the joy of heaven?

•  Discuss the series of ‘no more’s listed on 

June 28 that will make heaven a place of 

perfection.

•  Discuss the meaning of being named a 

Christian, with all that it signifies.

•  What has most impacted you from these 

studies and how will you change as a result?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 

power and wealth and wisdom and strength’ 

Revelation 5:12

PRAYER	POINTERS

•  Thank God that because of Jesus you are 

homeward bound to a heavenly paradise.

•  Pray that, through the way that you live and 

the words that you say, you will be able to 

persuade others to join the journey with you.


