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Session 1: God’s Servant	 MARCH	1	–	MARCH	9 Session 2: The qualities of God’s Servant	 MARCH	10	–	MARCH	17

ICEBREAKER

Go to www.youtube.com and search and 

watch ‘Graham Kendrick – The Servant King 

(Glastonbury Abbey 1996)’. Think particularly 

about what the lyrics teach us about the 

Servant King.

KEY	THOUGHT

One of the Bible’s key themes is servanthood.  

It is expressed both nationally (through Israel) and 

individually (eg,through Abraham and David), but 

finds its ultimate fulfilment in Jesus.

KEY	VERSE

‘But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I 

have chosen’ Isaiah 41:8

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Selwyn comments that the term 

‘servanthood’ is unfashionable nowadays. 

How did you feel reading about it?

2. How has God entrusted His reputation to the 

work and life of the Church?

3. Why might we feel incapable of serving God?

4.  Discuss the quote by Henri Nouwen from 

4 March: ‘When you lose touch with your 

chosen-ness, you expose yourself to the 

temptation of self-rejection and that 

undermines the very possibility of ever 

growing in the Beloved.’

5.  Discuss how it makes you feel to know that 

God calls you His friend.

6.  Discuss how God’s anointing shows 

someone is chosen by Him.

7.  Contrast the attitude of a worldly dictator 

and the Servant King Jesus.

8.  How has God’s love sustained you through 

difficult times? 

9.  How can you be empowered in the same 

way that Jesus was? 

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.’ Mark 10:45

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray that the Holy Spirit will give us 

understanding as we study this new  

issue together.

• Offer yourself to God as a servant, fully prepared 

to do His will.

ICEBREAKER

Describe occasions when you have 

experienced good or poor service.  

What would you say are the qualities of  

good service?

KEY	THOUGHT

God’s Servant is self-controlled, modest,  

sensitive, tender, purposeful, resolute, just and 

directs our gaze away from Himself to His Master.

KEY	VERSE

‘A bruised reed he will not break, and a 

smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In 

faithfulness he will bring forth justice’ 

Isaiah 42:3 

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. How can we be both bold and self-

restrained?

2. Spend some time discussing how well you 

think your church is modelling Jesus’ way  

of doing God’s work.

3. Discuss the quote of Paul Hanson from  

12 March: ‘The style of witness of the 

Servant stands so starkly in contrast to  

the ways of the nations that it must be 

regarded either as foolishness or as an 

intriguing alternative strategy.’

4. How can we have both the perspectives of 

Jesus (as discussed on 13 March)?

5. Discuss the quote by John Oswalt from  

14 March: ‘He will take the evil of the world into 

Himself and return only grace; that is power.’

6. How can we avoid burnout?

7.  How do you cope with being the victim of  

an injustice?

8.  Discuss how Jesus both embodies the 

blessings of the covenant and dispenses 

them.

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.’ 

Matthew 9:36 

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray that the servant qualities of Jesus may 

become your qualities.

• Pray that you will be a light to people in your 

world as you expose them to God’s love and way 

of salvation.
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Session 3: Serving by listening 	 MARCH	18	–	MARCH	23
and witnessing	

Session 4: The Servant’s story	 MARCH	24	–	MARCH	28

ICEBREAKER

Have one person choose a Bible verse and 

whisper it very quietly to the person next to 

them. Each member of the group should pass on 

what they heard in the same way until the last 

person announces what they think the verse 

was. What did you each hear?

KEY	THOUGHT

We need to concentrate to see and hear God so 

that we can speak His words of life and not just 

our own ideas.

KEY	VERSE

‘”You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and 

my servant whom I have chosen”’ Isaiah 43:10 

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Describe a time when you have experienced 

God’s comfort.

2. How do you respond to seeing the tougher 

side of God, realising that He isn’t afraid to 

confront His people when necessary?

3. Does witnessing come naturally to you? 

Think of ways to encourage one another to 

witness to those around you.

4. Discuss the four phases of God’s blessings 

(as mentioned on 21 March): forgiveness, 

restoration, refreshing and fruitfulness.

5. Why might our limited foresight cause us to 

doubt God’s far-seeing gaze?

6. Why might we refuse to listen to God?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘For I did not speak of my own accord, but the 

Father who sent me commanded me what to  

say and how to say it.’ John 12:49

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Ask God to speak, and spend some time 

listening to Him.

• Pray for boldness and for the doors of 

opportunity to serve and witness to others  

to be opened.

ICEBREAKER

Share with each other the story of how you 

became a Christian.

KEY	THOUGHT

God knew you in the womb, foresaw your 

failings and sin, planned your salvation through 

Jesus and chose you to display His glory to 

others through your words and works of faith.

KEY	VERSE

‘For he chose us in him before the creation of 

the world … For we are God’s workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do.’ 

Ephesians 1:4; 2:10

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. How can God’s foreknowledge of our  

birth inspire us?

2. Discuss the commitment level of a servant 

who had his ears pierced (see Exod. 21:1–6).

3. Why should we read and reflect on God’s Word?

4. How can our words be powerful like Jesus’?

5. How does your private walk with God affect 

your public ministry and witness?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.’ Matthew 1:21 

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Thank God for His personal interest, concern 

and care for you.

• Offer yourself for God to prepare you in His 

time to speak His words with authority and 

encouragement.
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Session 5: A showcase of God’s glory	 MARCH	29	–	APRIL	2	 Session 6: The suffering Servant  
gloriously resurrected 	 APRIL	3	–	APRIL	6	

ICEBREAKER

Discuss what items you choose to display within 

your home – such as photos, paintings, awards, 

collections, memorabilia etc.

KEY	THOUGHT

The servant is not simply to do God’s will or 

speak God’s words but, through His matchless 

life, display God’s glory.

KEY	VERSE

‘He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in 

whom I will display my splendour.”’ Isaiah 49:3

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. How could your church be a more effective 

showcase of God’s glory?

2. Discuss how we can be both recipients and 

channels of God’s glory.

3. How can we overcome a sense of failure  

and weariness?

4. Discuss how we can often have too limited 

a perspective when it comes to our part in 

God’s Great Commission.

5. Discuss the fact that Israel’s failure did not 

stop God’s plans – does it give you comfort, 

for example, that your mistakes will not 

stop God’s ultimate plan for you?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 

“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it was 

for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, 

glorify your name!’ John 12:27–28

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Pray that you and your church might be a  

true reflection and showcase of God’s glory 

and love.

• Thank God for His salvation and pray that you 

will faithfully proclaim it to others.

ICEBREAKER

Sing or read the lyrics of ‘When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross’. Search and watch ‘The Paisley 

Abbey Choir: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’  

on YouTube. 

KEY	THOUGHT

The only acceptable penalty for sin is death, but 

Jesus suffered death for every person that we 

might be guiltless before a holy God.

KEY	VERSES

‘He will be turned over to the Gentiles. They will 

mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and 

kill him.’ Luke 18:32 

‘Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified 

but whom God raised from the dead’ Acts 4:10

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Consider not just the physical suffering  

of Jesus but His emotional and  

spiritual suffering.

2. Why did our Saviour have to suffer?

3. What does Easter guarantee?

4. Why is substitutionary atonement 

gloriously unfair?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Surely he took up our infirmities and carried 

our sorrows’ Isaiah 53:4

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Thank God our Saviour for so great  

a salvation.

• Pray that all members of the group will be 

filled with the resurrection power of Jesus.
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Session 7: Relying on God’s words	 APRIL	7	–	APRIL	16 Session 8: Humbled in order to be exalted	 APRIL	17	-	APRIL	21	
	

ICEBREAKER

What have you relied on that has let you down? 

For example, a car breaking down, computer 

crashing, alarm clock not working, etc.

KEY	THOUGHT

We can rely on many things but only one is 

truly reliable – the encouraging, empowering 

Word of God.

KEY	VERSE

‘Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the 

word of his servant? Let him who walks in the 

dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the 

Lord and rely on his God.’ Isaiah 50:10 

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Why might the Bible lose its influence in our 

modern world?

2. Have you ever struggled with the reliability 

and veracity of the Scriptures? How did you 

overcome that struggle?

3. What part can you play in building the Church?

4. How can you help your church to be 

prepared for the future?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the 

truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can 

do only what he sees his Father doing, because 

whatever the Father does the Son also does.’ 

John 5:19 

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Spend some time thanking God for His Word, 

and recognising your reliance on it.

• Part of prayer is listening, so listen to what 

God may say and, if appropriate, share it with 

the group.

ICEBREAKER	

Can you think of an example of a person 

(historical or known to you) who chose to  

be humiliated themselves rather than see 

another suffer?

KEY	THOUGHT

Throughout history, ‘saviours’ have usually 

been dominating, commanding figures. But 

God’s Servant has no external glory – only a 

willing spirit to sacrifice Himself for us!

KEY	VERSE

‘he made himself nothing by taking the very 

nature of a servant … he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death – even death on  

a cross! Therefore God exalted him’ 

Philippians 2:7–9 (NIV 2011) 

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Discuss how you feel about God choosing to 

exalt the humble – what should it mean for 

the way you live your life?

2. Why might we overlook the fact that 

although our salvation is free, it is  

not without cost?

3. Why may people regard the Christian 

message as unbelievable?

4. How can we follow Christ’s non-conformist 

example?

5. Discuss the lines written by Studdert 

Kennedy, found on 21 April. Why do you think 

our world is indifferent to Jesus today?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 

taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’ 

Matthew 26:39

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Thank Jesus that He gave up the glories of 

heaven for us!

• Humble yourself before God and pledge to be 

His obedient servant.
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Session 9: It was for us 	 APRIL	22	–	APRIL	30

ICEBREAKERS

Search and watch ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away 

hymn with on-screen lyrics’ on YouTube and 

discuss the thought that ‘it was for us’.

Have you or anyone you know been made a 

scapegoat for another’s failings?

KEY	THOUGHT

We occasionally hear of someone who has been 

wrongly convicted and punished for a crime 

they did not commit while the true culprit goes 

free. Although innocent, Jesus willingly took the 

punishment for our sins.

KEY	VERSE

‘We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of 

us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all.’ Isaiah 53:6 

DISCUSSION	STARTERS

1. Why did Jesus not plead His innocence?

2. Should we defend ourselves against false 

accusations?

3. Openly discuss how difficult you find it not 

to speak up for yourself.

4. Discuss the Octavius Winslow’s question 

found on 25 April.

5. Discuss Selwyn’s comment: ‘Jesus had 

no physical children yet His family is the 

largest family in the world.’

6. How much are you allowing Jesus to 

minister to you, so that you can then reach 

out to others?

7. How do we benefit from Jesus’ victory?

8. What’s the point of us sharing in His victory?

9. What has most impacted you in these 

studies and how will you change as a result?

THE	EXAMPLE	OF	JESUS

‘For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you  

to God.’ 1 Peter 3:18 (NIV 2011)

PRAYER	POINTERS

• Thank God that it was for you that Jesus 

suffered and was crucified.

• Pray that you and your church will be loyal 

and effective servants of the gospel.


